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A book on earlier medieval encounters between the East Frankish/
German Reich and England fills a gap. Welcome for that in itself, it
does much more than link and synthesize. It offers new ways of mapping the research landscape that are almost consistently thought-provoking. Andreas Bihrer’s account of Anglo-German contacts (the
labels will do as a convenient shorthand) is structured on three levels—regions, realms, and christianitas (see below)—and, after a
methodological Introduction (pp. 11–48), presents three Sections with
three distinct approaches. He maps, through multiple transparencies,
as it were, layered individual and group contacts, exchanges between
rulers, and relationships within an overarching religious community.
Bihrer’s publishers, accepting the book’s scale, ought to have spotted
that it did need actual maps, and, given its conceptual content, an
index of themes as well as people and places.
Bihrer’s own bi-lingual and bi-local work-experience in Germany
and England equips him to cope with two vast historiographies: his
bibliography, to 2011, contains 2,456 separate items including recent
explorations of mutual influences.1 He chides both anglophone and
germanophone historians for one-sided writing. He commends comparison and social theory: concepts of acculturation and cultural
transfer; ‘thick description’; the ‘logic of reception’ of exchanged
objects; remembering and forgetting. The preponderance of germanophone references in Bihrer’s footnotes to the pages on theory
implicitly snubs untheorized anglophone writing, though one or two
theorized items have slipped under his radar.2
1 For discussions of relevant examples of mutual influences see Joanna Story,
Carolingian Connections (Aldershot, 2003); David Rollason, Conrad Leyser,
and Hannah Williams (eds.), England and the Continent in the Tenth Century
(Turnhout, 2011).
2 Guy Halsall, ‘Archaeology and Historiography’, in Michael Bentley (ed.),
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Bihrer proposes a custom-built theory: ‘middle-distance’ transfers
are those between lands which, like England and Germany, are neither very close, as with neighbouring regions or societies, nor distant,
as in colonial or imperial relationships, but something in between,
relatively similar and with shared discourses of meaning. While contacts between ‘near’ and/or ‘far’ tend to entail hostilities or the imposition of subaltern status, ‘middle-distance’ contacts produce situations where ‘images of the Other are not strongly fixed’ but ‘more
dynamic and more manoeuvrable’ (p. 43). That ‘Regions’ is the
longest section (pp. 49–226) suggests that the theory works best at
this level. Regions, as distinct from realms or christianitas, contain
relatively well-documented persons and groups ‘actively acting’ and
encountering each other, although, in this period, only patchily, or
ephemerally.
Traders are ‘active actors’. Bihrer thinks too much stress has been
laid on royal authority as the motor of trade (pp. 53–84). Increased
volumes of mint-outputs in tenth- and eleventh-century England and
Germany indicate more dispersed transactions across north-west
Europe and recycling of German silver (pp. 55–60).3 His evidence is
both normative, like Æthelred II’s London Ordinance where the
[German] ‘emperor’s men’ pay smaller tolls than traders from various regions or specific towns, and narrative, like Alpert of Metz’s
vignette of the boozy and fractious mercatores of Tiel who grumbled
to Emperor Henry II about their inability to pay their dues because
profits from trade with England were too small (pp. 74–84)! Æthelred
advertised his protection of a privileged group. Alpert ground a
class-axe about uppity traders.
Pilgrimage offers little grist to Bihrer’s mill (he returns to significant absences of evidence, pp. 436–55). Exile offers more, especially
later in the period (pp. 96–128). Dunstan’s individual experience
emerges, as do the extent and enduring quality of personal bonds
formed with Lotharingians by this ‘aktive Exilant’ (pp. 102–14, at
110). Queen Emma’s place of refuge made Bruges a favourite destination of exiles for the next fifty years (p. 116). In Emma’s Encomium
Companion to Historiography (London, 1997); Gadi Algazi, Valentin Groebner,
and Bernhard Jussen (eds.), Negotiating the Gift: Pre-Modern Figurations of
Exchange (Göttingen, 2003); Wendy Davies and Paul Fouracre (eds.), The
Language of Gift in the Early Middle Ages (Cambridge, 2010).
3 See now Peter Sawyer, The Wealth of Anglo-Saxon England (Oxford, 2013).

50

Medieval Encounters

she is depicted making her own choice of Bruges as a second home
for herself and a large company. Bihrer accepts that the work was
intended for a ‘multilingual public’, adding the suggestion that this
public was her entourage, wherever located: a group bound less by
language than by loyalty to Emma (pp. 116–20).4
On migrants to England, Bihrer notes that some 20 to 30 per cent
of tenth-century mint-masters in England had Continental–German
names, though the percentages later dwindled to nearly none. Alfred
had employed Frisians in the 890s, yet in the tenth century German
recruits were absent from English royal retinues, German monastic
or clerical migrants to England were few, and English migration to
Germany diminished. Bihrer concludes that Carolingian traditions of
multi-gentile courts were discontinued, without quite explaining the
shrinkage in Anglo-German contacts later in his period. Alfred’s
court is then briefly revisited (pp. 167–75) but Asser’s authorial purpose, and the status of the West Saxon queen, are saved for a much
later chapter (pp. 353–63). Returning to the eleventh century, Bihrer
sees Edward the Confessor not as recruiting ‘new’ Germans, but
rewarding Lotharingian clerks who had served loyally during his
Continental exile (p. 183).5 In Bihrer’s book, ‘German’ often means
‘Lotharingian’ or ‘Flemish’. He gives a useful stir to the long-simmering question of whether ‘national’ or ‘factional’ rivalries were
played out at the Confessor’s ‘cosmopolitan’ court (pp. 184–95),
though neither here nor in the discussion of landholders (pp. 200–3)
does he seem to have used the online Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon
England.6
Section B ends with a thoughtful discussion of ‘the semantics of
personal relationships’. Bihrer examines how language was used to
‘de-couple social from geographical space’. Scrappy evidence precludes precise quantification of middle-distance traffic. Bihrer guesses that more short-term travellers and fewer long-term émigrés could
imply less contact overall. Quality of contact is also problematic.
Emma and Giso spoke, exceptionally, in their own voices. Traders
4 Bihrer draws on Elizabeth Tyler, ‘Talking about History’, Early Medieval
Europe, 13 (2005), 359–83.
5 Bihrer cites Mary F. Smith, ‘The Preferment of Royal Clerks’, Haskins Society
Journal, 9 (1999), 159–73.
6 Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England <www.pase.ac.uk>, accessed 7 July
2014, cited at p. 520 among electronic databases.
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were not wholly voiceless, though. How they might have expressed
themselves is well conveyed in Mary Garrison’s ‘ Send more socks ’
(uncited by Bihrer): on such prosaic media as birch-bark letters, the
distance-located and the personal were coupled.7
Section C, ‘Regna’, starts with German research on ‘nationenforschung’ and ‘Ethnogenesis’. Bihrer notes similar trends in anglophone work, but also an anglo-emphasis on distinguishing ‘Us’ from
‘Others’. He surprisingly omits key works on regna, notably that of
Susan Reynolds who has long kept kingdoms and communities in
the same frame.8 The earliest Anglo-German meeting between rulers
was that of Cnut (as king of Denmark) and Conrad II in 1027 in
Rome, for Conrad’s imperial coronation. Weakly institutionalized
‘diplomatic contacts’ (pp. 236–57) depended on happenstance.
Bishop Coenwald’s gift-laden visit to Germany in 929 probably had
no tenth-century successor. not until the 1050s did another envoy
appear: Bishop Ealdred, twice chosen as the Confessor’s envoy, to
Rome, then Cologne, succeeded in paving the way for Edward the
Exile’s return to England from Hungary (p. 251).
Gifts, prayer-brotherhood relationships, and marriage all made
links between rulers. Gift-exchange of relics or holy books less often
stabilized ties than froze memories of particular communicative
moments (pp. 266–80). Bonds of brotherhood, made by entering
royal names in books of liturgical commemoration, were episodically promoted by Otto, Athelstan, and Cnut (pp. 280–90). Bihrer finds
more grist in marriage-bonds between German and English royalty
(pp. 290–314). He challenges conclusions drawn by historians of gender about the intentions of the marriage-planners. From the careers
in Germany of Edith and Gunhild, both daughters of English kings,
he infers that their natal origins neither helped nor hindered their
capacities as agents or their reputations; that there is no evidence for
these women’s network-building; that an apparently strong form of
relationship never brought a stabilization of relations between the
regna of England and Germany; and that this underscores the instability of such connections. ‘Research has clearly overrated the importance of marriages for the quality and duration of the relations them7 Mary Garrison, ‘ “Send more socks”: On Mentality and the Preservation
Context of Early Medieval Letters’, in Marco Mostert (ed.), Approaches to
Medieval Communication (Turnhout, 1999), 69–99.
8 Susan Reynolds, Kingdoms and Communities (2nd edn. Oxford, 1997).
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selves’ (p. 331). Yet absence of evidence is not evidence of absence,
and recourse to analogy with better-documented places and times is
not always a bad idea. Paucity of German charters with data on
queens need not prove foreign queens’ lack of agency. Documentary
material on some Anglo-Saxon queens happens to be available.9
Outcomes of marriage were equally contingent. That Edith and
Gunhild were rather short-lived helps explain their apparent political inaction. Bihrer repeats here his scepticism about defensive
alliance as an aim and effect of cross-Channel royal marriages (pp.
331–41).
Did inter-regnal connections promote transfers of techniques of
rulership or forms of ruler-representation? Bihrer finds no sign of
German models influencing Anglo-Saxon ‘imperial’ ideas, nor of
influences in the inverse direction. He accepts German influence on
the Confessor’s seals and coins, but not on alleged west-works and
crown-wearings. He accepts the German origin of material incorporated in the Third English Ordo, probably in the 1060s, but remains
doubtful about Ealdred as importer. He concludes that the Ottonians
and Salians were as uninterested in Anglo-Saxon ruler-symbolism as
Anglo-Saxon rulers were in German equivalents. Rulers unmotivated by ‘foreign policy’ concerns used relations with other kings to
strengthen their own positions vis-à-vis the elites of their own
realms: nation-formation of a pre-modern kind (pp. 352–3).
In his final section, D, Bihrer seems to find theory less helpful than
earlier in the book. After flirting with ‘Ausgleichsbewegung’ and
‘Glokalisierung’, he settles for a traditional definition: ‘In England
and Germany believers counted themselves [as living] in christianitas,
understood as a hierarchical and structured community’ (p. 389).10
Bihrer does not say why he uses the Latin term, with a lower-case ‘c’
and in plain type, rather than a vernacular translation. Mindful of
King Alfred’s Old English coining of the word cristendom to render
Orosius’s christianitas, and accepting my computer’s automatic capital ‘C’, I will call christianitas ‘Christendom’. How far did religion in
England in this period follow Carolingian models and how influ9 Pauline Stafford, Gender, Family and the Legitimation of Power (Aldershot,
2006).
10 Bihrer cites John van Engen, ‘Faith as a Concept of Order in Medieval
Christendom’, in Thomas Kselman (ed.), Belief in History: Innovative
Approaches to European and American Religion (notre Dame, Ind., 1991), 19–67.
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enced was it by German ones? And why did tenth- and eleventh-century reformers in Germany, whose Christian religion had been
imported from England, show little interest in either Anglo-Saxon
missionaries or contemporary English practices? Germanic vernaculars employed for some religious purposes in Germany and England
were not necessarily mutually intelligible. Tenth-century minsterreformers wanted Carolingian works, nearly all from France (pp.
414–16, 420–3), but some German liturgical texts now began to reach
England via Lotharingia, and in the eleventh century, the Pontificale
Romano-Germanicum did too (p. 430). English saints named in
German calendars betokened interest in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History
rather than ‘living’ cults or current contacts with England (pp. 440,
444). Ottonian iconography had no influence on English art before
the Conquest (p. 461). That church architecture flourished in England
and Germany ‘did not imply the expression of a common visual language of christianitas’ (p. 467). But surely there was a ‘common visual language’ of Christendom?
Constructions of history, geography, and ethnography in England
and Germany were neither mutually dependent nor contemporary
with each other. Bede’s work was ‘the lens through which England
was viewed’ by eleventh-century German churchmen (p. 474).
Geographical additions in the Old English translation of Orosius
brought knowledge of a world beyond Christendom only to England.
Ethnography as constructed in Germany by such historians as Rudolf,
Widukind, and the woman who wrote the Quedlinburg Annals,
stayed in Germany. Like the fictive shared origin of Old Saxons and
Anglo-Saxons (p. 490, n. 2271), or diverse German re-makes of Lives
of English missionaries to Germany, or Thietmar’s kaleidoscopic
accounts of Anglo-Viking England, Bihrer’s christianitas itself dissolves into ‘meetings and transfers, things comparable and things
compartmented, in very variegated forms’ (p. 507).
On the debit-side of the balance-sheet, the theory of middle-distance contacts seems not quite to fit the Anglo-German bill. Bihrer
never gets close to the positive specifics of communications across
the sea and their follow-throughs inland, as between Kent and the
Pas-de-Calais and Flanders, for instance, or London and the
Rhineland. The book’s three-part structure, rather than sustaining a
coherent argument, can result in repetition; and when regions and
realms emerge as more positively interesting than christianitas, there
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is a feel of imbalance. Finally, ‘research’ is too often reified and homogenized, when the truth is, happily, that plural researchers will
argue till the cows come home.
Bihrer concludes on a self-revelatory note (pp. 510–16). He wanted to test the impression given by ‘research’ that the period covered
saw unusually close contacts between England and Germany. What
he found were ‘too many assumptions, too much guesswork’.
Contacts were fewer and less durable, relationships far less ‘thick’,
than ‘research’ claimed. Does his conclusion that encounters have
been overrated make them less ‘relevant’ for historians? Clearly not!
His book’s credit-side overwhelms the debits. It is engrossing, and
demanding. It maps ways readers will want to follow. It throws
down challenges which a lot of researchers will want to take up.

JInTY nELSOn is Professor Emeritus in the Department of History,
King’s College London. Among her many publications are Charles the
Bald (1992), and four volumes of her selected papers, Politics and
Ritual in Early Medieval Europe (1986); The Frankish World, 750–900
(1996); Rulers and Rulership in Early Medieval Europe (1999); and
Courts, Elites and Gendered Power in the Early Middle Ages (2007).
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JONATHAN RILEY-SMITH, The Knights Hospitaller in the Levant,
c.1070–1309 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), xviii + 334 pp.
with 3 maps. ISBN 978 0 230 29083 9. £65.00

Forty-five years after his first book on the subject,1 Jonathan RileySmith has again written a masterly synthesis. This new book reveals
the immense progress made by himself, his students, and others
inspired by him. The ample bibliography lists the many important
studies on the military–religious orders at the times of the crusades
which have been published over the past few decades.2 The subject
received increasing attention long before events such as 9/11 aroused
wider public interest in the long history of multi-faceted relations
between Christians and Muslims. It was primarily Riley-Smith who
inspired and, from 1992 on, helped to organize quadrennial conferences at St John’s Gate in Clerkenwell, London, which facilitated and
accelerated scholarly discussion and research. The five conference
volumes published so far are an excellent introduction to the many
aspects of the topic.3 Riley-Smith’s 1967 book on the early Hospitallers was originally intended to be the first of several volumes by
different authors on the general history of the Order of St John of
Jerusalem, but no other volumes have yet appeared. This should not
be a surprise to anyone who is aware of the numerous sources extant
in archives and libraries scattered throughout Europe. In 1967 most
sources were already known for the period before the Hospitallers
moved their headquarters to Rhodes early in the fourteenth century.
And yet it has been both possible and necessary to write a new survey integrating the results of scholarly work aimed at a clearer and
broader understanding of these sources.
The new book is divided into five parts and fifteen chapters. The
first and the last part follow the chronology and explain in detail the
Jonathan Riley-Smith, The Knights of St John in Jerusalem and Cyprus c.1050–
1310, A History of the Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, 1
(London, 1967).
2 For a survey see now Kristjan Toomaspoeg, ‘Die Geschichtsschreibung der
mittelalterlichen geistlichen Ritterorden: Status quaestionis’, in Karl Borchardt
and Libor Jan (eds.), Die geistlichen Ritterorden in Mitteleuropa: Mittelalter,
Edice Země a kultura ve střední Evropě, 20 (Brno, 2011), 25–48.
3 Malcolm Barber (ed.), The Military Orders, 1: Fighting for the Faith and Caring
for the Sick (Aldershot, 1994); Helen Nicholson (ed.), The Military Orders, 2:
1

56

The Knights Hospitaller in the Levant

political history of the organization centred originally on the Latin
hospital next to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. The
six chapters in these two parts are titled: ‘Origins, c.1070–1160’;
‘Militarization, 1126–1182’; ‘Reaching Maturity, 1177–1206’; ‘The
Order and Politics of the Latin East, 1201–1244’; ‘The Loss of the
Mainland, 1244–1291’; and ‘Interlude on Cyprus, 1291–1309’. After
the Frankish conquest in 1099 support for the Latins in Jerusalem had
to be organized from the West. At first the Hospitallers’ income
came mainly from alms collected in the West, and they specialized
in caring for poor and sick pilgrims, whereas the Templars rendered
assistance against Muslim and other marauders on the roads to
Jerusalem.
On behalf of Baldwin II (1118–31) and Fulk (1131–43), kings of
Jerusalem, the Hospitallers agreed to spend some of their revenues
for the protection of pilgrims against raiders from Fatimid-held
Ascalon (until 1153). In 1136 the Hospitallers received, as a royal gift,
the castle of Bethgiblin that helped to block these raiders from the
roads leading to Jerusalem. In the following decades this situation set
in motion a gradual process of militarization, which apparently met
with some resistance among the Hospitallers although, as RileySmith and others have shown, fighting for the faithful could be presented as a work of charity in the same way as caring for the poor and
sick. The Hospitallers accepted more and more castles, among them
large fortresses such as Belvoir, as well as Crac des Chevaliers in the
county of Tripoli and Margat in the principality of Antioch. Since the
times of King Amalric (1163–74) the Hospitallers had de facto been a
military–religious order in more or less the same way as the Templars, although they never gave up their Hospital and their legislation reveals the growing importance of knightly members only in the
thirteenth century. Efforts to colonize the countryside were thwarted
by Saladin’s conquests in 1187. After the loss of Jerusalem the
Hospitallers had to move their headquarters to Acre and apparently
invested in sugar production on land in the vicinity of this important
harbour. Yet it remains an open question how much the sugar helped
Welfare and Warfare (Aldershot, 1998); Victor Mallia-Millanes (ed.), The
Military Orders, 3: History and Heritage, (Aldershot, 2008); Judi Upton-Ward
(ed.), The Military Orders, 4: On Land and by Sea (Aldershot, 2008); Peter W.
Edbury (ed.), The Military Orders, 5: Politics and Power (Farnham, 2012). A
sixth volume is in preparation: Jochen Schenk (ed.), Culture and Conflict.
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to balance the Hospitallers’ dependence on revenues from alms and
estates donated or bought in the West.
The breakdown of royal authority in the kingdom of Jerusalem
even before 1187, and the decisive defeat of the lay barons of
Outremer at La Forbie in 1244,4 left the great military–religious
orders as the only institutions in the East capable of making a major
contribution to the defence against the Muslims. Often enough, however, the Hospitallers and the Templars found themselves in opposing political camps, the Templars generally being ready to cooperate
with the French monarchy and the Anjou in Southern Italy, and the
Hospitallers usually more with Genoa than with Venice. Riley-Smith
rightly points out that the Hospitallers and the Templars negotiated
many compromise agreements (pp. 53–4) and speaks of Hospitaller
legitimism during the thirteenth century (pp. 206, 220) because the
Order recognized first the Hohenstaufen and then the Lusignan
claims to the throne of Jerusalem. Yet future research on Hospitaller
personnel and possessions in the West will have to elucidate the
social and economic background for such political inclinations. At
any rate, it may not have been by chance that after the fall of Acre in
1291, when both the Hospitallers and the Templars retired to Cyprus,
the Hospitallers continued to cooperate with the Genoese to conquer
Rhodes, whereas the Templars apparently opted for a coalition with
the Ilkhans against the Mamluks.
The three other parts of the book—‘The Mission’, ‘The Order’, and
‘Assets’—deal in nine chapters with all basic aspects of Hospitaller
organization. This includes the Order’s two major tasks: first, nursing
the sick and burying the dead; and, secondly, defending Christians.
Further chapters describe the various classes of members, knights,
priests, sergeants, sisters and confratres (with consorores), the conventual life, buildings and administration of justice, the Master, the
Convent, the tongues, the Chapters General, the conventual bailiffs
such as the grand commander, treasurer, drapier, hospitaller, marshal, turcopolier, and their gradually evolving departments. In 1299
Ilya Berkovich, ‘Battle of Forbie (1244): A Historical and Topographical
Study’ (Ph.D. thesis, Hebrew University, 2007), one of the few important new
studies not mentioned in the bibliography. See id., ‘Templars, Franks,
Syrians and the Double Pact of 1244’, in The Military Orders, 5 (as above),
83–94; id., ‘The Battle of Forbie and the Second Frankish Kingdom of
Jerusalem’, Journal of Military History, 75 (2011), 9–44.
4
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the first admiral is recorded, the Master’s nephew Fr. Fulk of Villaret,
later himself Master from 1305 to 1317/19. It should be noted that at
this early time there was no specific correlation between these officers and their departments on the one side and the tongues on the
other.5 The seven tongues of Provence, France, Auvergne, Germany,
England, Spain, and Italy were certainly in existence by the end of the
thirteenth century, but there was resentment against them, probably
because their introduction curbed the influence exerted by the
numerous brethren from the kingdom of France (p. 129).
The third and final part of the structural sections is devoted to the
Order’s exempt status within the Church, including the papal privileges, and to the Hospitaller possessions in the Levant and in Europe.
The possessions in the Levant were the primary topic of RileySmith’s earlier book in 1967. The possessions in Europe, their contribution to the history of the Order and its incomes is an enormous
subject and would deserve a separate book (p. 186).6 Nevertheless,
the short chapter on the early Hospitallers in Europe (pp. 185–201) is
an excellent starting-point for any such endeavour, especially as it
offers historical explanations for the evolution of the roughly twenty
regional priories in the West (map on p. xvii) and for the appointment of grand commanders with varying authority both for the West
in general and for various groups of priories in Spain, France, Italy,
and Germany. The grand commanders were not continued into the
fourteenth century, a fact that still requires further explanation.
There may be a few minor points on which not everybody agrees.
It is clear enough, for instance, that until 1202 the Hospitallers strongly refortified the castle of Margat, which they had been given in 1186
and that their Master, Fr. Alfonso of Portugal, held a chapter general
5 This correlation was a later development as a result of pre-national and
political rivalries between the tongues. See Jürgen Sarnowsky, Macht und
Herrschaft im Johanniterorden des 15. Jahrhunderts (Münster, 2011); id., ‘The
Oligarchy at Work: The Chapters General of the Hospitallers in the XVth
Century (1421–1522)’, in Michel Balard (ed.), Autour de la première croisade
(Paris, 1996), 267–76, reprinted in On the Military Orders in Medieval Europe:
Structures and Perceptions, Variorum Collected Studies Series 992 (Farnham,
2011) no. VI.
6 Joseph Delaville Le Roulx (ed.), Cartulaire général de l’ordre des Hospitaliers de
Saint-Jean de Jérusalem, 1100–1310, 4 vols. (Paris, 1895–1906) may be incomplete for some regions, but would offer an opportunity to start such a study.
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there, probably in 1206. It is not so clear, however, that remote
Margat was ever officially, or de facto, the seat of the Hospitaller
Convent (as indicated on pp. 50–1 and on the map at p. xv). The dates
according to which Hospitaller legislation is quoted (see the list on
pp. xii–xiii) are taken from Delaville’s Cartulaire, but for a few of
these statutes there are alternative dates.7 Furthermore, a few questions and problems are not dealt with exhaustively and sometimes
more detail would be welcome. For example, Riley-Smith rightly
emphasizes that all Hospitallers were religious,8 and had an obligation to say prayers, attend mass, receive communion, and to fast (pp.
114–16). This has been overlooked by others who have concentrated
on the Hospitallers’ military achievements. Yet in a standard textbook one would like to find more detail about military equipment,
tactics, and especially Hospitaller fortifications and castles. The state
of research would certainly permit this. So a military history of the
Hospitallers, or of the military–religious orders in Outremer, still has
to be written. One would also like to know more about the social
background of the members of the Orders, especially on the question
of the knightly origins of brother knights and sergeants-at-arms as
opposed to sergeants-at-service. In this case, however, lack of documentation may not allow us to find out much more than is said on
pp. 104–5.
One last point should be highlighted. The new book is by no
means a mere re-edition of the previous publication. The four chapters in the 1967 book treated the political history of the Hospitallers
in the East, their organization, ecclesiastical privileges, and possessions in the East. The gazetteer of these possessions (pp. 477–507) has
not been superseded. The same is true for many other sections of the
1967 publication. On the other hand, the new book is superior in
explaining the general background of the Hospital’s political history
and many of its constitutional and structural features. In future,
scholars studying the early Hospitallers and/or other military–religious orders will need to consult both books, side-by-side. Inevitably,
7 Anthony Luttrell, ‘The Hospitallers’ Early Written Records’, in John France
and William G. Zajac (eds.), The Crusades and Their Sources (Aldershot, 1998),
135–54, at 144–5 with reference to Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Clm
4620.
8 Jonathan Riley-Smith, Templars and Hospitallers as Professed Religious in the
Holy Land (Notre Dame, Ind., 2010).
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Jonathan Riley-Smith will be the giant on whose shoulders the
dwarfs stand. Both the academic world and the general public should
thank him for this lifelong commitment and congratulate him on his
now up-dated achievement.

KARL BORCHARDT is Professor of Medieval History at the University of Würzburg and works at the Monumenta Germaniae Historica
in Munich. His publications include Die geistlichen Institutionen in der
Reichsstadt Rothenburg ob der Tauber (1988); Die Cölestiner: Eine
Mönchsgemeinschaft des späteren Mittelalters (2006); and a number of
articles on the Hospitallers in Central Europe. He is also co-editor of
Documents Concerning Cyprus from the Hospital’s Rhodian Archives,
1409–1459 (2011).
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FLORIAN SCHUI, Rebellious Prussians: Urban Political Culture under
Frederick the Great and his Successors (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2013), xiii + 221 pp. ISBN 978 0 19 959396 5 £60.00

The study of Prussian history in the English-speaking world has a
long tradition, reaching back far into the nineteenth century. The
Frederican period in particular has repeatedly attracted the interest
of historians. This study by Florian Schui must be placed into this
wider context. The author’s aim is to present a fresh perspective on
relations between the state and civil society in Prussia during the second half of the eighteenth century. He wants to show that members
of the Prussian middle classes engaged closely with the policies of
the royal administration, against which they held up their own perceptions of Prussian conditions. From this were derived clear demands addressed to the state, which then fed into practical politics.
Going beyond this, the author also places this way of thinking into a
European context.
The details do not need further elucidation here as most of the
contemporary authors and their arguments are well known:
Büsching, Humboldt, and Süßmilch, to name only a few examples
from the Prussian territories. To sum up briefly, their writings were
mainly concerned with issues relating to the public and private practice of religion. Woellner’s edicts of 1788 were the immediate cause
that sparked off the debates discussed here. The real reason for the
conflict, however, lay deeper. Ultimately, it went back to the conflicting beliefs of Lutherans and Calvinists, which was what lay behind
the highly praised Hohenzollern policy of religious toleration. Issues
relating to population policy and economic development, and the
contribution of the state and its organs to public relief are further topics discussed. These are all themes that acquired a new look in the
middle of the eighteenth century, under the influence of western
European thinking. But they were not new, because BrandenburgPrussia was still struggling with the upheavals caused by the Thirty
Years War. While Berlin and the areas around the residences grew
rapidly, the provinces derived little or no benefit from this. There the
consequences of this catastrophe were, in many cases, not overcome
until around 1800.
Trans. Angela Davies, GHIL.
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The problem with this study is not how it weighs up the interpretations of contemporary writings, but how the author situates them
socially and politically. He sees these positions as the expression of
an emergent Prussian civil society, whose existence was necessarily
tied to a firm state framework which forged it into a community. It is
no coincidence, therefore, that Schui’s description of Prussian statehood is based on Otto Hintze and other historians of the nineteenth
century. For the latter, the royal administration had held the fragmented Hohenzollern territories together tightly since the early eighteenth century, shaping them into a solid body politic for its own purposes. This interpretation, however, has long been contested, or at
least relativized, based on strong arguments. Doubt has often been
cast on the unifying effect of princely absolutism and its ability to penetrate administratively to the most distant provinces. The claims of
princely administrative policy and its reality were often poles apart.
This is illustrated not least by the story of Prussia’s burghers.
They tenaciously defended themselves against the princely officials
who encroached upon their established privileges. The Steuerrat (tax
official), so highly regarded by the author, visited the towns in his
official district only once or twice a year (mostly with difficulty),
arriving on a farm wagon. A glance at older works of local history
might have helped the author to a better understanding of the historical reality. Thus Klaus Schwieger’s unpublished dissertation on
the situation of the burghers would have been useful.
The Silesian wars resulted in a loosening of ties between the
Hohenzollern territories and the Kaiser and Reich, but the individual
territories which formed the Hohenzollern monarchy did not lose
their older territorial identity in the minds of the people. The unified
Prussian state is a fiction of the nineteenth century. Regionalism and
the integration of officials into the society of the territories set limits
on the crown’s power everywhere in old Europe. All too often, royal
power disintegrated in the vastness of the provinces. Therefore a
voice that was heard in Berlin should not be regarded as speaking for
Königsberg, Cleves, or Breslau. So far, little connected the different
parts of the country and their inhabitants with each other in everyday
life. The Hohenzollern state had neither a uniform customs and tax
policy, nor an economic and legal policy that crossed the borders of
the territorial states. Only the military held the whole monarchy
together.
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Despite all the efforts of the monarchy, moreover, the Hohenzollern territories did not lose their fundamentally feudal character
until the reforms of the early nineteenth century, as the whole legal
order showed. It is therefore no coincidence that the fundamentally
socially conservative Allgemeines Preussisches Landrecht is hardly mentioned in this study. Regionalism and an agrarian attitude meant that
the political and economic changes that were being discussed by
urban elites all over Europe could only be partially implemented in
Brandenburg-Prussia until well into the nineteenth century. The
author could have considered this more closely in order better to
grasp the meaning of the literature he draws upon in this book.

PETER-MICHAEL HAHN is Professor of Regional History at the
University of Potsdam and specializes in the political and social history of Brandenburg-Prussia. Currently he is researching the court
culture and self-representation of the Hohenzollern dynasty, which
has resulted in, among others, a multi-volume edition of the writings
and documents of the Prussian master of ceremonies, Johann von
Besser (1654–1729). His numerous other publications include Friedrich der Große und die deutsche Nation: Geschichte als politisches Argument (2007) and Geschichte Brandenburgs (2009).
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JEFF BOWERSOX, Raising Germans in the Age of Empire: Youth and
Colonial Culture, 1871–1914 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013),
xv + 239 pp. ISBN 978 0 19 964109 3. £60.00

This book forms part of what has become a widespread interest in
Imperial Germany’s colonial culture. Its author adopts a post-colonial approach in the widest sense because his aim is to identify the
repercussions of German colonial expansion in the metropolis. In the
narrow sense, however, the questions the book addresses and the
method it follows cannot be classified as post-colonial as they concern only internal German situations, concepts, and discourses, while
the colonial population plays no part. Jeff Bowersox asks about
German society’s permeation with a colonial mentality, colonial
knowledge, and a colonial horizon. He is interested in the education
of adolescents, in which he includes a wide range of activities. All of
them helped to disseminate a knowledge of the colonies and the fascination of the colonial world. In many respects, Bowersox’s book
complements John Phillip Short’s Magic Lantern Empire, published
one year earlier.1 Like Short, Bowersox is interested in aspects of
everyday culture; like Short, he looks at areas that have so far not
been at the centre of attention; and like Short, he selects and concentrates on surprising aspects and observations. As with Short, however, the focus of Bowersox’s investigation is not always clearly evident. The reasons for this are to be found partly in the sources, partly in the approach, and partly in the analysis.
Bowersox’s investigation concentrates on five areas. First, he
looks at toys and games that had a colonial reference, involved colonial figures, or used colonial situations. Second, he looks at school
and instruction. Several aspects play a part here, from the expansion
of school geography, which kept the colonies present in people’s
minds by mapping them, to the education reform movement around
1900. Third, he looks at efforts by the colonial movement and other
experts outside the classroom to educate the young and popularize
the movement, for example, around Berlin’s colonial museum.
Fourth, Bowersox examines commercial youth literature, and fifth,
Trans. Angela Davies (GHIL).

John Phillip Short, Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism and Society in Germany
(Ithaca, NY, 2012).
1
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the Pfadfinder, whose origins, like those of the Boy Scouts in Britain,
point to a colonial and military context. The case of the Pfadfinder, in
particular, shows how open and indeterminable the results could be.
In Germany, the Pfadfinder were founded by colonial veterans and
enthusiasts, but their aim was less to achieve colonial expansion than
to save young people from the damage inflicted by civilization. The
colonies were merely an instrument in this, and were soon replaced
by other perspectives that were clearly European.
In general, it is difficult to know what young people who were
confronted with colonial set pieces at school and in public made of
them, and how they appropriated what they learned. However
annoying or curious colonial games may seem today, we must ask
whether they really promoted expansionism, or even awakened
enthusiasm for the colonies. Were they ever successful? The colonial
movement, which was never organizationally a mass movement,
was desperate to enlist the support of young people, especially after
1918, when colonialists became colonial veterans, and their supportbase aged. To the extent that it was politicized, the younger generation’s interests did not stretch to inhospitable African tropics or distant Pacific islands.
Frequently, however, something else was at stake. Bowersox
clearly anchors his topics in contemporary leisure and mass culture.
A colonial game was, in the first instance, a game; a colonial novel, a
novel. What was important was how they were received and used.
This can be seen very well, for instance, in colonial novels, penny
dreadfuls, and other such media products which were part of a mass
reading culture. By comparison with the large numbers of adventure
stories, Westerns, and crime novels, they had little significance and
were probably read mainly as adventure stories. Colonial set pieces,
names, and references in children’s games were used mainly to give
games an exotic tinge, and they provide us with a record of the concepts and situations that children were familiar with. This probably
did less to encourage colonial expansionism than a longing for freedom and adventure, although it is difficult to know, except by looking at memoirs, how and why children played specific games. This
reflects a feeling that colonialism and the colonial perspective were
taken for granted or, as Bowersox puts it, a feeling of superiority that
was underpinned in precise biological, historical, factual, and cultural terms. In this view, Europe, on the basis of its history, geography,
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and population, had a mission to rule the supposedly more primitive
world outside Europe. The spread of colonial elements in everyday
culture, games, and literature, however, did not strictly mirror the
Empire’s colonial expansion: China toys existed before the adventure
of Kiaochow. To this extent interest in the colonies reflected bourgeois awareness of the world, an interest in the world and world history captured in the large illustrated encyclopedias and multi-volume world histories that graced every bourgeois household in
Imperial Germany. As far as exoticism was concerned, it was not so
much actual colonial rule and clarity that were attractive, as the open
spaces, the frontier where cultures collided, vagueness was permitted, and standards were at least temporarily suspended, where what
was closed at home opened up. Colonial games, instruction, novels,
and so on contributed to creating colonial sites of memory in this
way; conquests, wars, and individuals were anchored in the collective memory.
Given the ubiquitous nature of the colonial, it remains to be
explained why colonial policy was not popular, and people going to
live in the colonies to gain colonial experience were often seen not as
courageous, pioneering spirits, but as the victims of personal crises,
insecure life circumstances, and a lack of career opportunities in
Germany. Even Kaiser Wilhelm II mocked qualified German civil
servants who were drawn to the colonies. In this context, Bowersox
emphasizes links between discussions of the condition of the state
and economy in Germany on the one hand, and cultural and life
reform and the youth movement on the other. The latter he sees less
as a movement of young people than as an instrument for integrating
adolescents in the context of a changing world bringing new challenges. Goals could collide, for example, an interest in propaganda
with that in education, when the aim was to suppress ‘trash and
filth’, including adventure stories and penny dreadfuls. And Bowersox sees the question of colonialism as integrated, via the medium of
education, into the debate about Germany’s place in time and the
world, that is, its self-confidence as a nation.
On balance, the many media discussed here, and especially the
mass media, created an exotic world for adolescents who wanted to
escape from their reality for a while. Yet a colonial mentality prevailed among young people, who henceforth perceived the world as
in need of colonization, and colonization as an adventure and a chal67
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lenge. This was not a specifically German nationalist attitude, but
part of a European self-perception. The book provides a great deal of
material on this, and provides stimulating suggestions for interpreting the colonial culture of Imperial Germany.

WINFRIED SPEITKAMP is Professor of Modern History at the University of Kassel. His publications include Deutsche Kolonialgeschichte
(2005; 3rd edn. 2014); Kleine Geschichte Afrikas (2007; 2nd revised edn.
2009, paperback; Italian edn. 2010); Der Rest ist für Sie! Kleine Geschichte des Trinkgeldes (2008); and Ohrfeige, Duell und Ehrenmord: Eine
Geschichte der Ehre (2010).
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JENNIFER DRAKE ASKEY, Good Girls, Good Germans: Girls’ Education and Emotional Nationalism in Wilhelminian Germany, Studies in
German Literature, Linguistics, and Culture (New York: Camden
House, 2013), x + 201 pp. ISBN 978 1 57113 562 9. £55.00

The national education of young people in Imperial Germany has
been widely studied. The author of the book under review here adds
a new aspect to the theme: the emotional education of the daughters
of the upper middle class (she herself speaks of the ‘middle class’
throughout) by reading relevant, nationally oriented literature, both
inside and outside school. Referring to studies by Silvia Bovenschen,1
Ute Frevert,2 and Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres,3 Askey reports that the
impact of misogynistic nineteenth-century German-language literature on women has been sufficiently investigated, while middle-class
girls remain largely invisible. What it meant for these future women
to be exposed to this misogynistic literature is the subject of the four
chapters comprising this book.
The book starts with an outline of the development of secondary
schooling for girls after the foundation of Imperial Germany, providing the institutional framework within which the daughters of
Prussia’s wealthy classes were imbued with a basic patriarchal understanding of the world. Femininity was associated with domesticity, emotion, and submission to male leadership, notions that shaped
the gender system of the western world in the nineteenth century.
During the second half of the nineteenth century, this image of femininity became increasingly national, that is, ‘German’. As Askey is
mainly interested in the teaching of German, she traces this development in contemporary didactic literature, curricula, and textbooks for
girls’ schools.
The second chapter, entitled ‘Father’s Library’, examines the official body of reading for girls in Imperial Germany. Classical works of
Trans. Angela Davies, GHIL.

1 Silvia Bovenschen, Die imaginierte Weiblichkeit: Exemplarische Untersuchungen zu kulturgeschichtlichen und literarischen Präsentationsformen des
Weiblichen (Frankfurt am Main, 1979).
2 Ute Frevert, Mann und Weib und Weib und Mann: Geschlechterdifferenzen in der
Moderne (Munich, 1995).
3 Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres, Respectability and Deviance: Nineteenth-Century
German Women Writers and the Ambiguity of Representation (Chicago, 1998).
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literature formed the core of the German curriculum, both in the
Gymnasien which were reserved for boys and in the quantitatively
and qualitatively much less ambitious high schools for girls, specifically, Lessing’s Minna von Barnhelm, Schiller’s Wilhelm Tell, and
Goethe’s Hermann und Dorothea and Iphigenie auf Tauris. According to
Askey, the female figures and gender relations depicted in these
works correspond in the widest sense to nineteenth-century patriarchal ideals of femininity, and could be used for national purposes.
Possible criteria for excluding certain literature and blocking access
to other works are discussed. The image of women in Schiller’s poem
‘Das Lied von der Glocke’ is cited in the subsection ‘The Lock on
Father’s Shelves’ as evidence for the patriarchal selection of readings.
Schiller’s characters (not only female) and the image of women he
put forward were more one-dimensional and nationally oriented
than those created by the other great Weimar classicist. Goethe’s
complex oeuvre could not be fully harnessed for nationalist aims.
Even Hermann und Dorothea, published in 1798 as a bourgeois epic
poem in the age of the revolutionary wars, can hardly be seen as a
guide to aggressive nationalism.
The material from classical Antiquity used in Iphigenie auf Tauris
is even less suitable for nationalist appropriation. Nonetheless Askey
takes Gertrud Bäumer’s speech at the fifth general assembly of the
German Association of Women Teachers (Allgemeiner Deutscher
Lehrerinnenverein) in Danzig in 1899 on ‘Die deutschen Klassiker in
der höheren Mädchenschule’ as an example of education in ‘emotional nationalism’. In fact, the leader of the German women’s movement interprets Goethe’s Iphigenie as a text for protecting pupils from
inner conflict and scepticism representing the ‘indestructible moral
world order’ (Bäumer, p. 791).4 For Bäumer, Goethe’s words ‘Der
Mensch ist frei geschaffen, ist frei und würd’ er in Ketten geboren!’
are an expression of German ‘cultural patriotism’. The male perspective on femininity in German national literature, that is, in the works
of Goethe and Schiller, thus served an education for girls which uniformly promoted a closely circumscribed image of femininity which
4 ‘Verhandlungen der V. Generalversammlung des Allgemeinen deutschen
Lehrerinnenvereins zu Danzig 1899’, Die Lehrerin in Schule und Haus, 15
(1898–9), 787–98, online at <http://goobiweb.bbf.dipf.de/viewer/image
/ZDB1010997505_0015/692> to <http://goobiweb.bbf.dipf.de/viewer/
image/ZDB1010997505_0015/704>, accessed 11 July 2014.
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defined grace and charm, temperament, and the work ethic as German qualities.
In order to prove this point once again, Askey refers to a play by
Christa Winsloe, filmed in 1931 as Mädchen in Uniform. In this boarding school story, Winsloe presents the women teachers, and especially the headmistress, as representatives of an ideal of femininity that
is shattered by the student Manuela. In a performance of Schiller’s
Don Carlos, Manuela as Don Carlos, the male lover, uses the role to
express her crush on a teacher. As expected, Askey interprets the lack
of strong female role models in this film (and in Winsloe’s 1930
drama, whose story the author reworked again in the form of a novel
in 1933) as an expression of Germany’s gender hierarchy, in which
women were aesthetically and socially marginalized.
The second part of the book consists of two chapters on literature
for girls in the strict sense. Chapter three is on the Backfischroman
(novels for teenage girls) and historical novels, while chapter four
investigates the symbolic significance of Queen Louise and her representation in literature for women and girls. After a rather cursory
account of the development of the book market and well-known
works in the genre of the Backfischroman (including Clementine
Helm’s Backfischchens Zeitvertreib, and Emmy von Rhoden’s Der Trotzkopf), Askey analyses a number of historical novels by Brigitte
Augusti. In terms of subject, genre, and literary construction, these
novels for young women readers were closely based on Gustav
Freytag’s historical novels. As an adaptation of national historiography for a readership of young women after the foundation of the
Imperial Germany, these texts aimed to develop a female national
awareness.
In the final part of the book, Askey looks at the significance of the
Prussian crown princess and later queen, Louise, as a role model for
female emotional nationalism. The idealization of Louise, which was
not just a product of the Wilhelmine period but started during her
own lifetime, produced a myth of ‘Louise’, often described in the
research. This was available as a resource in countless biographical
narratives for the education of young girls from middle-class families.
Askey shows that an institutional framework and a wide range of
literary offerings existed which aimed to encourage the national
identification of girls while also promoting a model of femininity that
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(everywhere in Europe) limited the free, creative space of women to
privately defined areas. It aimed to educate middle-class women to
become the bearers of this patriarchal ideal with nationalistic connotations.
A number of criticisms should be mentioned. The title of the book
lacks precision: nationalism is, by definition, a political conviction
based on emotions. But Askey has something else in mind. She
argues, correctly, that the national education of girls in Wilhelmine
Germany, by comparison with that of boys, followed an empathetic
and aesthetic rather than analytical approach, and aimed to train
girls to show affection, to care for the family, and to be subservient.
In some areas, Askey’s selection of sources is not adequately justified.
The criteria by which educational literature and reading books were
chosen for discussion are not made explicit. The educational autonomy of the states in Imperial Germany meant that many different
reading books, for example, were used, and a systematic analysis of
these would have been instructive. Also, the sources in the second
chapter go far beyond the timeframe of the Wilhelmine Empire.
Neither the reading prescribed for Fanny Lewald by her father in the
early 1820s nor the 1931 film of Christa Winsloe’s Mädchen in Uniform
date from the Wilhelmine period. It is questionable whether Fanny
Lewald’s father, a Jewish merchant from Königsberg, was pursuing
‘national’ interests in the canon he prescribed for his daughter, and
there can be no question of ‘nationalist’ ones. More than a decade
after the collapse of the monarchy, Winsloe wrote a literary account
of girls’ education in Wilhelmine Germany with the aim of showing
feelings between women in a positive light and criticizing women
who oriented themselves by male norms.
Methodologically it is problematic that while the author repeatedly addresses the issue of how emotional education takes place
through reading, she cannot go beyond the level of fictional offerings. While these provide clear national or nationalistic models, their
significance for the development of a specifically female form of
nationalism is less clear-cut than Askey’s selection and interpretation
suggest. The author’s response to the fact that girls can also identify
with male protagonists is that this reinforces their marginal position
because they do not grow up to be men. The possibility of personality development which crosses binary gender boundaries, it seems, is
beyond her horizons of expectation. Instead, Askey sees only how
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strongly secondary schools, the literary canon they prescribed in
German lessons, the didactic considerations of educators, school
readings themselves, and, finally, the role models held up in more
highbrow but entertaining literature for young, middle-class girls all
aimed to prepare them for a subservient role within the patriarchal
family as part of the German Volk. This comes out especially clearly
in her interpretation of Gertrud Bäumer’s lecture. While Bäumer
interpreted the classics as ‘patriotic’, for this reviewer it is not clear
that the leader of the women’s movement thereby evoked, or wanted
to evoke (the author does not differentiate here) ‘emotional nationalism’. Rather, Bäumer was more interested in emphasizing Goethe’s
restoration of the right of subjectivity (p. 787), where there is neither
man nor woman (p. 788), and criticizing the limited female ideal,
whose content and educational potential was promoted by male educators (pp. 792–7).
And, finally, the research literature is sometimes used in a problematic way. The long direct quotations from the secondary literature
of various disciplines on Imperial Germany create the impression that
the author needs support from the ‘authorities’, making the selective
notice taken of existing studies on her actual theme all the more puzzling. Neither Angela Schwalb’s Mädchenbildung und Deutschunterricht,5 nor Gabriele von Glasenapp’s article on the historical novel
(Gustav Freytag and Brigitte Augusti, among others), nor Birte Förster’s contribution on historical biography (including Queen Louise),
published in the handbook Mädchenliteratur in der Kaiserzeit,6 are
mentioned. These studies provide detailed analyses of the nationalistic impact of literature for young girls and of German instruction in
girls’ secondary schools.
The author has set out to investigate emotional education in
Imperial Germany during the heyday of European nationalism,
which coincided with the peak period of the ideology of separate
spheres. With the sources and methods available, this undertaking is
too ambitious for a work of literary criticism. What remains is the
merit of having contributed to the gender history of German-language youth literature in English-language research.

Angela Schwalb, Mädchenbildung und Deutschunterricht: Die Lehrpläne und
Aufsatzthemen der höheren Mädchenschulen Preußens im Kaiserreich und in der
Weimarer Republik (Frankfurt am Main, 2000).
6 Gisela Wilkending (ed.), Mädchenliteratur in der Kaiserzeit (Stuttgart, 2003).
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CHRISTIAN BAILEY, Between Yesterday and Tomorrow: German Visions
of Europe, 1926–1950 (New York: Berghahn Books, 2013), xiv + 259 pp.
ISBN 978 1 78238 139 6. $95.00. £60.00

In recent years there has certainly been no lack of research into the
historical roots of the European idea.1 Intellectual historians in particular have traced its origins from a long-term perspective, identifying a heyday of European thought and pro-European organizations
in the first half of the twentieth century, which has attracted a great
deal of attention.2 Geographically most studies have been centred on
the two major players of continental Europe, France and Germany.3
Christian Bailey’s dissertation about German visions of Europe
between 1926 and 1950 contributes to this ongoing wave of research.
The aim of his study is to dissolve the classical founding myth of
European integration by tracing the ‘lost Europes’, that is, those ideas
of a united continent that never succeeded, thus avoiding a teleological perspective and illustrating the diversity of European thought as
well as its contingency. In doing so, he approaches the historical
process of European unification via an ‘emerging European society’
(p. 5) in the shape of civil society actors, mostly intellectuals, whom
Bailey considers central to the construction of political identities. He
analyses three different groups and their activities in each case for a
period before and after 1945. By concentrating on German-speaking
European thinkers, the author examines the country which arguably
played the most crucial role in Europe in the first half of the twentieth century, without losing sight of how debates on the continent
helped to shape German national identity.
See e.g. the publications and conferences of the recently founded international ‘Research Network on the History of the Idea of Europe’, online at
<http://www.historyideaofeurope.org>, accessed 16 May 2014.
2 See Matthias Schulz, ‘Europa-Netzwerke und Europagedanke in der Zwischenkriegszeit’, Europäische Geschichte Online (2010), online at <http://
www.ieg-ego.eu/schulzm-2010-de>, accessed 8 Feb. 2014; and the classic
study by Carl H. Pegg, Evolution of the European Idea, 1914–1932 (Chapel Hill,
NC, 1983).
3 Oliver Burgard, Das gemeinsame Europa—von der politischen Utopie zum
außenpolitischen Programm: Meinungsaustausch und Zusammenarbeit proeuropäischer Verbände in Deutschland und Frankreich, 1924–1933 (Frankfurt am
Main, 2000).
1
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In his Introduction Bailey criticizes the traditional narrative of
European integration history as characterized by a narrow focus,
understanding integration as simply a series of events, negotiations,
and contracts, and thus beginning only after 1945. While Bailey’s definition of integration as ‘a process of encounter, interaction, competition and cooperation between Europeans that occurred as part of
everyday experiences’ (p. 10) is certainly correct, this narrative has, in
fact, already been broken up, both in theory and empirically, over the
last decade.4 Against this background an introduction to the current
state of research and an illustration of the applied method (both of
which are missing from the Introduction) would have been especially useful, as one initially wonders what Bailey plans to add to
Vanessa Conze’s major study of European ideas in Germany within
a similar timeframe.5
In the first two chapters, the author analyses images of Europe
articulated in the cultural magazine Merkur: Deutsche Zeitschrift für
europäisches Denken. While this periodical was only founded in 1947,
Bailey identifies two predecessors in the inter-war years, which
marked a heyday for cultural journals in general, namely, Neue Rundschau and Europäische Revue.6 These magazines had the backing of
influential civil society groups that argued strongly for the unification of Europe, but were highly critical of parliamentary democracy.
Instead, by arguing that European culture was based in central
See e.g. Dominique Barjot (ed.), Penser et construire l’Europe (1919–1992)
(Paris, 2008); Martin Conway and Kiran Klaus Patel (eds.), Europeanization in
the Twentieth Century: Historical Approaches (Basingstoke, 2010); Vanessa
Conze, Das Europa der Deutschen: Ideen von Europa in Deutschland zwischen
Reichstradition und Westorientierung (1920–1970) (Munich, 2005); Mark
Hewitson and Matthew D’Auria (eds.), Europe in Crisis: Intellectuals and the
European Idea, 1917–1957 (New York, 2012); and Guido Thiemeyer, Europäische Integration: Motive—Prozesse—Strukturen (Cologne, 2010).
5 Conze, Das Europa der Deutschen.
6 Both journals have previously been the subject of intensive research. See
Nils Müller, ‘Karl Anton Rohan (1898–1975): Europa als antimoderne Utopie
der Konservativen Revolution’, Jahrbuch für Europäische Geschichte, 12 (2011),
181–206; Matthias Schulz, ‘Der Europäische Kulturbund’, Europäische Geschichte Online (2010), online at <http://www.ieg-ego.eu/schulzm-2010cde>, accessed 2 Dec. 2012.
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Europe they promoted an elitist concept of Abendland, thus advocating a ‘Third Force Mitteleuropa’ (p. 36) that was politically, economically, and culturally located between the Western and Eastern models. The European discourse in Merkur after the Second World War
was rooted in the transnational networks fostered by its predecessors, as the leading protagonists tried further to curtail the supposedly disruptive tendencies within the democratic national states by
means of European integration. In the face of the Cold War, anti-liberal models of a united Europe thus reappeared after 1945.
In the following chapters the author’s focus shifts to political
groups of intellectuals on the left and right. In chapters three and
four he examines the Internationaler Sozialistischer Kampfbund’s
(ISK) European policy before and during the Second World War, and
subsequently that of the Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
(SPD) after 1945. While the ISK was an elitist organization with at
most a few hundred members and supporters, Bailey argues that it
had a profound influence on Social Democratic exiles during the time
of resistance. He shows how the ISK and, correspondingly, Europe’s
socialist thinking, gradually shifted from the goal of world revolution to the goal of an integrated Europe with a particular emphasis on
central Europe. While this process had already started before 1939, it
intensified during the Second World War when leading socialists in
exile were forced to watch Nazism’s violent and imperialistic ‘unification’ of Europe, giving them a more radical and internationalist
outlook themselves. Despite the fact that the ISK’s hopes were initially disappointed after 1945, socialist ideas of a federated Europe
did not disappear, but triggered an independent European policy by
local and regional groups, forming the Bürgermeisterflügel (mayoral
wing) within the SPD. Comparing their ideas and concepts with Kurt
Schumacher’s official party policy, Bailey argues that the SPD’s main
goal was ‘to reform the political culture of Western Europe into a
model Third Way community that pointed the way towards a future
beyond American-style capitalism and Soviet collectivism’ (p. 137).
Indeed, he shows that Schumacher himself, who is commonly
regarded as a left-wing nationalist with a rather narrow view of foreign policy, was a central and active figure in those debates and thus
part of the general internationalization and subsequent Europeanization of German Social Democracy after 1945. Going even further,
the new SPD’s Third Force policy did not end with Schumacher’s
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failure in the face of Cold War realities that limited the European outlook to the western part of the continent, but ‘re-emerged in the
Ostpolitik initiatives launched in the 1960s by former exiles and advocates of a Third Force Europe such as Willy Brandt’ (p. 117).
Shifting his focus more to the political right, Bailey concentrates
on another group of intellectual exiles in chapter five, namely, the
organization Das Demokratische Deutschland, whose members,
mostly originating from southern German regions, fled to Switzerland at the beginning of the Second World War. Starting active political work only late in the war, they became heavily engaged in transnational civil society networks like the Swiss Europa-Union. Building
on a ‘conception of Europe as Abendland that was neither Eastern nor
Western but rooted in a shared central European history and a political culture that was distinct from interwar parliamentary democracy’ (p. 156), they emphasized that a united Europe was needed for the
reconstruction of Germany. Their ultimate goal was a power shift in
the direction of the European regions, with a special emphasis on
southern Germany. While these concepts lost impact in the Cold War
era, they did not disappear entirely as some of the leaders of Das
Demokratische Deutschland had impressive post-war careers in both
of the major German parties. Politicians such as Heinrich Ritzel, who
was active in the early European integration process, and Wilhelm
Hoegner, who became Bavaria’s minister president in 1945, continued
to pursue a ‘Europe of the Regions avant la lettre’ (p. 188) until the late
1950s. As Bailey argues, this federalist Third Force option backed by
civil society groups that consisted of Christian Democrats as well as
Social Democrats played a crucial role in securing the cross-party consensus behind European integration in the early Federal Republic.
On the whole, Bailey shows that the continuities of a Third Force
vision of Europe were based on a specific conception of Mitteleuropa
in Germany that enabled common patterns of interpretation on the
political left and right. In many cases, these ideas were profoundly
anti-democratic before 1945 and were directed equally against
Western mass politics and Eastern Communism after the Second
World War. While in terms of realpolitik this Third Force Europe was
marginalized because of the Cold War climate and the integration of
Western Europe, it was nevertheless an important facet of post-war
German political culture and contributed to the quick acceptance of
European patterns of thought. Going even further Bailey points out
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that in the long term it functioned as a trigger for new approaches in
the field of German eastern policy in the 1950s and 1960s.
While this is certainly an interesting finding, it is problematic that,
as one of the book’s main theses, it focuses on a time that is not included in the period of research and thus does not form part of the analysis itself. Also, it must be noted that Bailey includes a selective sample
of (West) German visions of Europe in his study while excluding others. This remark may seem pointless, as the author never claims completeness; however, especially in the light of current research, it is
regrettable that Bailey largely neglects the National Socialist concepts
of Europe, or discusses them only as a foil for other conceptions.7
Indeed, it could be asked whether Hitler’s version of a ‘New Europe’
and corresponding nationalist ideas of a united continent were not the
most powerful German vision of Europe before 1945. Additionally,
some small factual inaccuracies affect an otherwise precise contextualization. For example, the author claims that French politician
Aristide Briand’s plan for a European union in 1929–30 was inspired
by the Austrian nobleman Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi’s PanEuropean Movement. In fact, when it came to details Briand was sceptical about Coudenhove-Kalergi’s integration approach. Briand never
operated as an active member of the Pan-European Union, although
he had been selected as its honorary president. Besides, Briand’s plan
was not ‘primarily concerned with economics’ (p. 29) as Bailey asserts,
but envisaged the simultaneous political and economic unification of
the continent, which was one of the main reasons for the dissent it
aroused in most European governments.8

7 Examples of the intensive research on National Socialist concepts are Bernard Bruneteau, ‘L’Europe nouvelle’ de Hitler: Une illusion des intellectuels de la
France de Vichy (Monaco, 2003); Birgit Kletzin, Europa aus Rasse und Raum: Die
nationalsozialistische Idee der Neuen Ordnung (Münster, 2000); and Mark
Mazower, Hitler’s Empire: How the Nazis Ruled Europe (New York, 2008), esp.
553–76.
8 See Friedrich Kießling, ‘Der Briand-Plan von 1929/30: Europa als Ordnungsvorstellung in den internationalen Beziehungen im 19. und frühen 20.
Jahrhundert’, Themenportal Europäische Geschichte (2008), online at <http://
www.europa.clio-online.de/2008/Article=294>, accessed 2 Dec. 2012. For a
criticial evaluation of the relationship between Briand and CoudenhoveKalergi, see Verena Schöberl, ‘Es gibt ein großes und herrliches Land, das sich
selbst nicht kennt . . . es heißt Europa’: Die Diskussion um die Paneuropaidee in
Deutschland, Frankreich und Großbritannien 1922–1933 (Berlin, 2008), 225–7.
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Despite those minor points of critique, Bailey has contributed an
important book. Its main strengths lie in confirming the persistence
of inter-war, often anti-liberal, ideas of Europe in the early German
Federal Republic and in the striking similarities of European thought
between left-wing and right-wing groups. Thus it becomes clear
how, in a polarized political environment such as that of post-war
Germany, Europe and support for European integration could
become a commonplace in public debate. Moreover, he is able to
show that German visions of Europe in those years did indeed oscillate ‘between yesterday and tomorrow’. They were located within an
area of friction between reminiscences of the past and hopes for the
future, with Europe forming an abstract objective rather than a fixed
geographical or political reality. The fact that the book is well written
and has a very detailed index will make it even more useful to anyone interested in the intellectual history of the European idea and of
German political culture in the first half of the twentieth century.

FLORIAN GREINER completed his Ph.D. at the University of Potsdam with a dissertation on perceptions and constructions of ‘Europe’
in German, British, and American newspapers in the age of the world
wars. He is currently a research assistant at the University of Augsburg, and is also a member of the International Graduate Centre for
the Study of Culture (GCSC) in Gießen and of the Research Network
on the History of the Idea of Europe. He is the author of Wege nach
Europa: Deutungen eines imaginierten Kontinents in deutschen, britischen
und amerikanischen Printmedien, 1914–1945 (2014) and co-editor of
Europabilder im 20. Jahrhundert: Entstehung an der Peripherie (2012, with
Frank Bösch and Ariane Brill).
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To find out anything about Fritz Saxl, it is necessary to consult the
personal papers left by his much better known colleagues, mainly the
extensive collection left by Aby M. Warburg (1866–1929), art historian from Hamburg. But the papers of erwin Panofsky (1892–1968),
who emigrated by stages, arriving at the newly founded Institute for
Advanced Studies in Princeton in 1935, and those of edgar Wind
(1900–71), who became the first professor of art history at oxford
University in 1955, are also important sources. These papers contain
numerous reflections, mostly in the correspondence, that allow conclusions to be drawn about Saxl’s life and work via the detour of an
outside perspective, which offers a different view. The main protagonist here almost inevitably fades into the background, and the question arises whether this was also the case during his lifetime.
Dorothea Mcewan, long-time head of the Warburg Institute Archive,
London, has set herself the task of writing a separate biography of
one of the most important individuals in the discipline of art history
during the first half of the twentieth century. She has produced a
detailed and readable account, whose subtitle mentions two job
titles—librarian and director—which characterize the depths of Saxl’s
personality. Mcewan structures the biography strictly chronologically, building on significant moments in Saxl’s career. This allows her to
integrate substantive aspects in the form of separate topics.
Fritz Saxl was born in 1890 in Vienna, where he undertook most
of his art history studies, completing his Ph.D. with a thesis on
rembrandt in 1912. In addition to this thematic focus, another field
of interest emerged at this early time: the pictorial history of astronomy and astrology. It is an important structural element of this investigation that, in addition to the biographical timeline, it identifies the
origin of themes and intellectual concepts that interested Saxl, and
describes how he expressed them and how they developed in his
thinking. early modern star constellations was one of the areas of scientific observation that interested Saxl throughout his life. It also had
an almost fateful significance, as the topic brought Saxl into contact
Trans. Angela Davies, GHIL.
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with Aby Warburg. Saxl received paid commissions to undertake
research, either on Warburg’s recommendation or directly from him,
which occasionally resulted in tensions between them. But it allowed
Saxl to earn a living, as his Jewish faith precluded him from employment, for example, at any public art gallery in Austria. Two research
scholarships, financed by the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences, which
he received in 1913 and 1914 thus not only gave him an academically
highly attractive task, but also secured his livelihood. Saxl’s job was to
catalogue medieval manuscripts relating to astrology.
This was the origin of his close connection with Warburg, and led
to Warburg offering Saxl a job in his Hamburg library. But circumstances intervened, and just one year later, Saxl was called up. In
addition to other publications on Saxl, Mcewan has written two profound studies which describe in detail the communication between
the two scholars.1 The biography under review here desribes the First
World War period and Saxl’s war service, which took him to the
Austrian–Italian front, and explains the development he underwent
as a result. After the end of the war Saxl, initially living in Vienna,
worked in adult education and curated a number of exhibitions with
wide-ranging themes, including ‘Das Joch des Krieges’ (The Yoke of
War), which clearly showed the brutality of events. one of the aims of
Mcewan’s biography is to trace how particular ideas echoed throughout Saxl’s work. He favoured transmitting ideas in the form of exhibitions, which, through reproductions, made production with more
open content less expensive. Saxl’s aim is revealed in the title of an
article which he wrote for The Listener in 1943: ‘Visual education.’
The events of the First World War, especially the political upheavals, precipitated a mental breakdown in Warburg’s case, and he
was hospitalized until 1924. Until then, it was not at all clear whether
he would ever be well enough to be released. Warburg’s illness had
a profound impact on the course of Saxl’s life. Warburg’s family
decided that the Warburg Library should continue to exist as a
research tool, and Saxl was asked to take over the directorship. He
began work in Hamburg in January 1920. Mcewan vividly describes
the enthusiasm with which he organized the work of the library, ultimately developing it into an outstanding research institute with an
1 Dorothea Mcewan, Ausreiten der Ecken: Die Aby Warburg–Fritz Saxl Korrespondenz 1910 bis 1919 (Hamburg, 1998); and ead., ‘Wanderstrassen der Kultur’:
Die Aby Warburg–Fritz Saxl Korrespondenz 1920 bis 1929 (Hamburg, 2004).
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extensive academic programme and two publication series, the Vorträge der Bibliothek Warburg and the Studien der Bibliothek Warburg. The thematic link was the afterlife of Antiquity, especially visible in the european renaissance during the early modern period.
Saxl also maintained close contact with Warburg, not just out of a
duty to report to the Library’s owner, but apparently with the aim of
gradually encouraging Warburg to return to work. This is clearly
illustrated by the example of the lecture on the ‘snake ritual’, which
Warburg delivered while still in the clinic as a demonstration of his
recovery. Mcewan quite correctly entitles this chapter ‘Wissenschaftliche Zusammenarbeit in Kreuzlingen’ (Academic cooperation in
Kreuzlingen), for what Saxl did cannot be described as mere preliminary work. This is an important point for future research on Warburg.
Themes and concepts, even striking expressions, can be traced back to
Saxl, and were developed further in cooperative work. This makes it
difficult to identify precisely what each man contributed, and the
biography, in addition to giving us a clearer view of Saxl, also sharpens our view of Warburg.
In August 1924 Warburg was at last fit to return to his library and
resume his academic work. This moment, as it approached, was not
easy for Saxl. In 1923 he had written, quite openly: ‘The idea that
Warburg will come back after all is still difficult for me. To be sure,
he sees me as something like a son, but he is a hard Saturn-father.
And to be forever in the role of Adlatus? Never to give my powers
free rein? certainly, as an academic, I have benefited greatly from the
strict discipline imposed on me by this man, but would I not have
more freedom in other circumstances?’2 But even after Warburg’s
return, the two managed to cooperate largely without problems, as
the top priority for both was the theme—the afterlife of Antiquity—
and the development of the Kulturwissenschaftliche Bibliothek
Warburg (KBW), which moved into its own building in 1926. It is a
great merit of this biography that it presents Saxl’s original research
topics in detail, for example, the analysis of rembrandt’s painting,
‘The conspiracy of claudius civilis’. His contribution to the KBW’s
substantive profile emerges clearly, and the narrowing of the focus
on to Warburg, which can be observed elsewhere, is avoided.
2 Quoted from Pablo Schneider, ‘Fritz Saxl: Gebärde, Form und Ausdruck’,
in id. (ed.), Gebärde, Form, Ausdruck: Fritz Saxl—zwei Untersuchungen (Zurich,
2012), 112.
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Warburg’s death in october 1929 marked an important turning
point for the whole institution and its members. The group, which
included Gertrud Bing in a leading role, saw it as their task to continue the work of the library’s founder. Saxl’s responsibility for the
KBW grew, but Bing and edgar Wind also contributed actively and
together they made up the institution’s management. The difficult
economic situation and the increasingly radicalized political circumstances also affected the KBW, making its work more difficult and
holding back its development. At this point, too, Mcewan pursues a
thematic focus in order to counteract a reduction of Saxl’s role to that
of science organizer. From the beginning of the 1930s, it became ever
clearer to the KBW’s management that it would be increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to continue working in Germany. Saxl, Bing,
and especially Wind tirelessly drew up and explored plans for emigration. In December 1933 they succeeded in relocating the library,
almost all of its books and mobile technical equipment, and a large
proportion of its staff to London, where the KBW became the Warburg Institute.
The first extremely difficult years in London are vividly recreated
in this biography. Mcewan never loses sight of the important staff
members, depicting a group who were firmly linked by a common
thematic and institutional goal. Despite the successful emigration, it
was by no means clear in the years that followed whether London
really would be the last stop for the Warburg Institute. Saxl was
forced to draw up a dual strategy, and to implement it. on the one
hand, it was important for the Institute to establish itself in London
and in British intellectual life; on the other, contacts, especially
through edgar Wind in the USA, had to be maintained in order to
explore other options in terms of location and finances.
Saxl returned to the type of work he had done in Vienna after the
First World War, and designed an exhibition based on photographs,
entitled ‘The Visual Approach to the classics: An exhibition of Greek
and roman Art’, which showed highly successfully from 1939, and
from 1941 he mounted the exhibition ‘British Art and the Mediterranean’. The Library resumed publishing in 1937, starting with the
Journal of the Warburg Institute, and from 1940 the Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes. Although Wind and rudolf Wittkower
were the editors of the first volumes, Saxl was involved. The lecture
series was also revived, and the associated difficulties are clearly
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spelled out in the biography. Drawing up its programme was a balancing act between supporting German emigrants and developing a
profile on the British academic scene. These time-consuming tasks
had to be managed in addition to everyday business, because the
Warburg Institute continued to function as a research institution with
extensive library holdings. Saxl devoted himself fully to working for
his Institute, until his body could no longer cope. He died in 1948 at
the age of 58.
Fritz Saxl was one of the most important protagonists of art history in the twentieth century. Given his lifetime achievements, the fact
that from the point of view of the discipline, he has not emerged from
Warburg’s shadow can only be described as tragic. This well-founded and thorough biography makes clear that Saxl was far more than
just the librarian. If the first part of the book largely presents the
Austrian art historian through Warburg’s eyes, this is not only the
result of the sources available. The two men worked together, and
the older man stood in the limelight, a view that reception history has
perpetuated and strengthened. But Mcewan’s investigation demonstrates the large part that Saxl played in the conception and content
of Warburg’s research and in shaping the library’s academic profile.
He continued in this role in London, displaying the ability to combine a sense of organization with intellectual work. Saxl approached
the themes and objects of art history through Warburg in the broadest methodological sense. As it was for Warburg, academic debate
was the business of Saxl’s life, as he put it shortly before his death.

PABLo ScHNeIDer is a scientific collaborator at the research network Bilderfahrzeuge: Aby Warburg’s Legacy and the Future of Iconology at the Institute for the History of Art at the Humboldt University in Berlin. He is the editor of Gebärde, Form, Ausdruck: Fritz
Saxl—zwei Untersuchungen (2012).
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Francis Graham-Dixon’s important book has unfortunately been
published under a misleading title, which will discourage readers
interested in its real theme, while confusing others looking in vain
for the subjects implied by its cover. Thus this study is neither
about the four-power Allied occupation of Germany, nor does it
discuss at great length the subjects of denazification and reconstruction. Instead, it is an in-depth exploration of British policy
towards the refugee and expellee crisis in their zone of occupation
in Germany, based on a detailed analysis of the situation in postwar Schleswig-Holstein. As such, this heavily extended version of
the author’s doctoral dissertation, submitted to the University of
Sussex in 2008, complements an already sizable body of research on
the fate of the German refugees and expellees, such as, most
notably, recent work by Ian Connor, Matthew Frank, Pertti Ahonen,
and R. M. Douglas.
What differentiates Graham-Dixon’s approach from the existing
literature is his close study of British official discourses, policies, and
actions towards German refugees and expellees both at top governmental level in London and on the ground in occupied SchleswigHolstein. This combination of macro and micro perspective is fruitful
and brings to light the full impact of decisions taken by the British
policy-making elite on the lives of the refugees and expellees, which
are traced from the moment of the official sanctioning of population
transfer during the war until the end of the occupation in 1955. His
main thesis, distributed throughout almost all sections of the book, is
that the British arrived in Germany styling themselves a ‘civilising,
democratising and liberating power’ (p. 14), but that their repressive,
disinterested, and uncoordinated policies towards refugees undermined their entire mission. For Graham-Dixon, Britain, ‘by proclaiming its own moral code among the so-called civilized nations had . . .
a duty of care in its role as an occupying power’ (p. 40) towards the
German civilian population. In reality, however, it never lived up to
its obligation to provide for the well-being of those who were subjected to its rule. German refugees who managed to survive under
extreme material hardship in post-war Germany therefore did so
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‘despite British policy and not because of it’ (p. 7). His analysis of the
British handling of the refugee crisis consequently leads him to a
scathing condemnation of the British occupation as a whole. While
the British were intent on ‘exporting liberal democracy’ and understood their occupation as a ‘standard-bearer for Western civilised
values’ (p. 219), their policies during the refugee crisis demonstrate,
in the author’s view, the moral double-standards inherent in British
occupation policy.
To develop his argument Graham-Dixon, digging deep in a total
of eighteen British and German archives, has unearthed an impressive wealth of material ranging from the files of Whitehall ministries
and the Control Commission for Germany (British Element) to the private papers of leading officials, documents from British and German
ecclesiastical repositories, and from German national, regional, and
local government archives. Some of these sources have hitherto been
largely neglected and will prove to be of value for future research
projects. Among these, the monthly reports submitted by British Kreis
Resident Officers posted to Schleswig-Holstein and the German
police reports on public opinion stand out, providing graphic illustrations of local conditions as described by first-hand observers.
The empirical part of the study starts by looking at British
wartime perceptions of Germany and connects the underlying attitudes to British policies regarding population transfer, aerial bombardment of German cities, and the prosecution of war criminals during the occupation. Graham-Dixon argues that the negative perception of Germans and the popular equation of Nazis with Germans led
to punitive policies towards ethnic Germans, for which these three
areas serve as examples. In particular, he presents the extreme bombing of Hamburg in 1943 as a form of retribution and links this to the
flight and expulsion of ethnic Germans. Both policies, in his view,
‘factored in the awareness that there would be heavy losses of noncombatant lives’ (p. 67) and thus demonstrate that the British were
largely politically indifferent to the fate of German civilians.
The author struggles, however, to present evidence for the presumed nexus between British perceptions of the ‘specificity and
embedded nature of German aggression’ (p. 37) and the brutal policies of bombardment and expulsion, which seem instead to be based
on flawed military and diplomatic considerations. In addition,
British perceptions of Germany were neither coherent, nor was a
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crude negative interpretation of ‘the Germans’ collectively accepted
or even dominant within official circles, as Jörg Später has shown in
his important study on Vansittartism (which is not mentioned in the
book). The link which Graham-Dixon does, however, successfully
establish is that between the consequences of indiscriminate aerial
bombardment and the material fate of the refugees in the post-war
period. Thus the massive destruction of Hamburg led to its population seeking refuge in neighbouring Schleswig-Holstein, thereby
adding to the refugee population in the region and significantly exacerbating the problems of housing, food, and employment.
The core of the book consists of a case study of conditions in
Schleswig-Holstein, which absorbed more than one million German
expellees from the East. The selection of this region is well founded,
given that in comparison to all other Länder it had the greatest share
of expellees and refugees as a percentage of its own population
(around 45 per cent in 1947). The British decision to force so many
expellees into this region, based on the notion that a rural area would
be able to accommodate a large number of refugees who would then
contribute to agrarian production, had fateful consequences, which
led directly to a disastrous refugee crisis. As is well known from previous research, the living conditions of expellees during the period
1946 to 1949 were appalling. There was a massive shortage of housing and food, poverty and unemployment were the rule, and public
health reached a gruesome low point.
Graham-Dixon’s research brings to light that the British did
almost nothing to alleviate the bitter situation of the refugees. In general, they argued that the responsibility for refugee policy had been
fully devolved to the German authorities and thus tried to distance
themselves from the problems surrounding the crisis. Some officials,
such as the Regional Commissioner of Schleswig-Holstein, Air ViceMarshall Hugh Champion De Crespigny, showed real empathy for
the fate of the refugees, but could do little to help them because they
lacked power and economic resources. Public figures in the UK who
criticized British policies, such as ecclesiastical dignitaries around
Bishop Bell and publicists such as Victor Gollancz, made a great deal
of noise, but had little impact on the situation in Germany. The higher echelons at Whitehall, however, apparently showed almost no
interest in the plight of German refugees and entirely marginalized
the crisis.
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Conversely, a number of British policies exacerbated the problems
faced by refugees, such as the requisitioning of German properties
for British personnel and the dismantling policies which led to the
destruction of buildings that could have been used to accommodate
the refugees. Their fear of potential extremism and revanchism led
the British to ban the formation of political expellee organizations
until 1950, thus, in Graham-Dixon’s view, hampering the successful
integration of expellees into the British Zone. Most significantly, perhaps, the British altogether failed to redistribute the refugee population more evenly throughout Germany and alleviate conditions in
Schleswig-Holstein.
A constant theme which runs through Graham-Dixon’s analysis is
the claim that many of the problems persisted because the British
presumably devolved responsibilities regarding refugee policy to the
Germans under their ‘indirect rule’ policy, but at the same time
retained a number of prerogatives, such as that of moving populations between different Kreise, all of which significantly hindered the
work of the German authorities. Thus the refugee crisis could only be
resolved after the formation of the Federal Republic in 1949. British
rule in Germany, characterized by its constant reluctance to transfer
real power to Germans, is consequently interpreted as a ‘form of militant liberalism, a controlling impulse that underscored key policies
in its mission to export democracy to Germany’ (p. 4).
The final part of the book analyses British policies regarding war
criminals, Heligoland, and dismantling in the period 1949 to 1955.
This section seems oddly out of place because it bears little relation to
the main subject of the book. Its sole purpose, it seems, is to deconstruct entirely the ‘familiar British myth that its time in Germany represented a force for good’ (p. 234). This exercise in judging the ‘moral
legitimacy of British rule’ (p. 220) is not confined to one chapter. The
whole book is suffused by the author’s deep sense of outrage at
British treatment of refugees and expellees. This indignation is wellfounded and a morally necessary response to the terrible fate of the
German refugee population in the immediate post-war period. It
seems to me, however, an insufficient reaction to a historical problem. Instead, one would have wished to find more contextualization
and analysis. If, for instance, British attitudes towards Germany were
so negative and punitive that they impinged on their capacity to
design constructive solutions for the immense problems facing the
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British zone of occupation, where did these attitudes come from and
why were they so resilient? An exploration of the devastating impact
of the Second World War on the UK and the consequent forming of
British perceptions about what had gone wrong with Germany
would have provided some context. It might also explain some of the
differences between the attitudes of the British and those of the
American occupiers, who the author regards as much more humane,
and help towards an understanding of the ‘high-handedness’, ‘arrogance’, and ‘patronising’, ‘authoritarian’, and ‘insensitive’ attitudes
of the British (pp. 83–7, 96).
A closer reading of the many internal debates and dissenting voices within the British Military Government, often characterized by a
sense of helplessness and desperation in the face of the enormity of
the problems, would have allowed for a more balanced assessment of
British policies. The disastrous financial state of the British exchequer
is discussed, but the author seems to underestimate its impact.
Finally, while Graham-Dixon accuses the British of putting crude
political considerations above moral ones, he castigates them for
their prolonged prosecution of German war criminals, suggesting
that ‘there was a clear need to promote better British–German relations to help integrate the FRG within the new comity of nations, and
to bolster the Western Alliance against Communist influence’ (p. 76).
The redundant dichotomy between bad occupiers and good
Germans throughout the book is disappointing, and the leading
research question of whether it was ‘possible to reconcile British liberal democratic values as an occupying power’ (p. 4) is normative
and ahistorical.
In the final analysis, therefore, this book presents a strange conundrum. On the one hand, this is probably the most extensively
researched book on the British Zone to appear in the last decade and
its author demonstrates an impressive command of the primary
source material. In this sense, Graham-Dixon’s work, despite touching on many issues already well described by previous research, is an
important contribution to the field and a very rich source for those
interested in the history of the British occupation. It highlights fundamental patterns of British rule in Germany and is very strong in
showing the gulf between official discourses and real practices on the
ground. On the other hand, however, the moralistic tone and ensuing
condemnation of almost every aspect of the British occupation in
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many respects signify a step back to the intellectually unhelpful
debate about whether the British occupation was a good or bad thing.
The really important issues for scholars of the occupation are to
understand how British rule in Germany functioned, to uncover its
socio-political legacies for the history of Western Germany in the first
post-war decades, and to locate its place within the broader history
of military occupations which occurred in Europe during the 1940s.
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Germany as a series of interactions between the occupiers and the
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